Parent Council
Head Teacher’s Report

| Wednesday, 29t" November |




Staffing

* Gail Middlemiss is being kept
Blg as Acting HT at Dalmeny

* Andrew Gardner, has been
Acting DHT but is on Paternity
Leave in January.

 Kirsteen Ransom Cook is
coming to join us from next
week, as Acting DHT.




Staffing

* P3M = Niamh McGivern has left
us for pastures new and we have
Stephanie Garner in place on
Thursdays and Fridays

* PSA Posts have been
readvertised. We have 2 fixed
term vacancies: one to Easter,
one to Summer. These posts are
ctur{fently being covered by supply
staff.

New Staff Incoming!



Absence

* Most of our staff have
excellent attendance.

* Any absence is covered o o
with the needs of the .
S . . ISHALLTRYTO
children in mind. ‘ BEAR YOUR ABSENCE
WITH EQUANIMITY

“=SANDITON=~ MASTERPIECE



ampaign of Shame!

* Our amazing P7s have been heading out to the gates at
the end of the school day to try to stop any of the terrible
and unsafe parking that has been reported.




Blackhall Values - Resilience

* In assembly today, we talked
about resilience, how it is one of
values and how important it is in

~ n life.

 We have some incredibly resilient
children at Blackhalll.

* We need to work together, as the
adults in these children’s lives, to

kReep encouraging this attitude
and life skill.



Inclusion at Blackhall

 Safety Plans

* Keeping all children safe at Blackhall is our
priority.

» “lNaiting for something to happen” doesn'’t
happen.

e Our staff are extremely well informed, trained
and supported in dealing with all manner of
needs in our children.

* There is a presumption to mainstream for
every child in Scotland. We are a mainstream
school.



Vision for Outdoor Learning

All children and
young people are
participating in a
range of
progressive and
creative outdoor
learning
experiences which
are clearly part of
the curriculum.

Block 4 - Winter festivals in RME and world soil day in December

Explore what soil is actually made up from with this lesson

his can be delivered indoors if the weather is poor

yeal and can relate these o iy OWT
fe and comrmunity

string
twigs
ferns
paint
-ard

Ensure you are fire trained and |

these are listed at the end of it

I you are not using Tire, you could create art activities pased upon the st

HWB-16

re Kit




Reporting to Parents

*\We are currently looking
at ways that we can
share the written report
electronically, to save
paper.

* Teams may be an option.




How do we approach the teaching of
Numeracy and Maths at Blackhall?

We are examining how we teach maths and numeracy across the
school — part of Improvement Plan for this year.

Numeracy is taught across the curriculum — as are Literacy and
Health and Wellbeing.




How do we approach Numeracy and
Mts at Blackhall?

o

g

 P1and P2 - SEAL (Stages of Early
Arithmetical Learning)

e P3 and P4 - Some SEAL but
moving on to more formulaic
calculations.

o ¢

4
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An example of a Second Level (P5-7) planner
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How do we deliver the learning outlined in
the curriculum documents?

* Cross curricular learning where possible
* Different textbooks in school — T), Heineman

* Online resources WHY DID THE GIRL
: DURING MATH
* Numeracy Review CLASS?

e Attainment Meetings

weareteachers

* Targeted support (ILaura Adam) i

* High school links with RHS to support high achievers (KT last
year, RD this year)



How do we measure attainment?

Primary 1 - Numeracy Benchmarks
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Primary 7 - Numeracy Benchmarks
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Maths Week
Monday, 4t" — Friday, 8th

* We are taking a Storyline
Approach to have an immersive
week of Maths and Numeracy

* Teachers will launch a story with
their classes and each day there
will be a new problem to
investigate and solve.

* There is a goal at the end of the
week and the children use maths
and numeracy to reach it.




Coming up...

Jl! |3 - Winter Art and House Banner Art tomorrow and
& % ¢ Friday!

b . * House Captains are busy Christmas Wrapping and
Christmas Rapping..!

| ~ v | * Maths Week starts on Monday.
! - o =1 : G th
Holii ?Y Spirit Finance Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 5
!

December
vate

* Open Morning and Winter Walkabout on Friday,
8th December

{\ ™ + Christmas Lunch on Tuesday, 12th
,3,. ' .p5 Enterprise — Wednesday, 13t



And the rest...

* Choir performing at Strachan House on 13*" and Craigleith
Shopping Centre on 19t"

 P1 Nativity on Friday, 15" December at 9:30am
* Whole School to Church on Monday, 18t"

* Whole School to Panto on Wednesday, 20t"!

* P75 to Nativity Trail at St Columba’s &l
* End of Term — 22" Dec (normal finish)
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